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The GNU Project
by Richard Stallman

originally published in the book “Open Sources”
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The first software—sharing community

When | started working a1 the MT Artificial Intelligence Lab in 1971, [ became part of a software—sharing
cemmunity that had existed for many vears. Sharing of software was not limited to our particular community; it is
as old a5 computers, just as sharing of recipes is as old as cooking But we did it mere than most

The Al Lab used & timesharing eperating system called [TS (the Incompatible Timesharing System) that the lak's
staff hackers (1) had designed and written in assembler language for the Digital PDP-10, one of the large computers
of the era. Az a member of this community, an Al lah staff system hacker, my joh was to improve this system.

We did not call our seftware “free software”, because that term did not yet exist; but that is what it was
Whenever pecple from ancther university or a company wanted to port and use a program, we gldly let them. If
02 you saw someone using an unfamiliar and interesting program, yeu could always ask to see the source code, so that
you could read it, change it, or cannibalize parts of it to make a new program

(1) The use of “hacker” to mean “security breaker” is a confusion on the part of the mass media. We hackers
refuse to recognize that meaning, and continue using the word to mean, “Somecne who loves to program and

1

enjoys being clever about it.” =l
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